
Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival
March 20th-22nd 2026
Friday – Sunday, 10AM - 5PM

The Festival is presented by the Fairhope Arts &  
Crafts Festival Foundation and the City of Fairhope
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Fairhope, AL  |  RRCA certified # AL22009JE
 

10K –  8 a.m.  •  2-mile fun run/walk – 9:30 a.m.

More than $105,000 donated  
to Baldwin County schools since 2012.  

springfeverchase.com

Register online today!
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1 5  B E E R S 

 ONE BLOCK EAST OF HIGHWAY 98  ¥  914 NICHOLS AVE, FAIRHOPE, AL 36532

Live  
Music!ON TAP

O P E N  AT  1 : 0 0pm  E V E RY  DAY
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A Purr-fectly Charming  
Boutique with over 8000 s.f.  
of all the things ladies love... 

clothing, shoes and accessories!

395 FAIRHOPE AVE
251-990-0061

Pick the 
perfect 
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Catsmeowfairhope.comCatsmeowfairhope.com
UP TO 50% OFFUP TO 50% OFF
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Welcome to the 74th 
Fairhope Arts and 
Crafts Festival
Classic Fairhope: A Study in Black & White
Welcome to the Fairhope Arts and Crafts 

Festival, an event dedicated to celebrating 
the enduring charm and artistic spirit 
of our esteemed community. This year, 
we invite you to embark on a journey 
through time with our theme, “Classic 
Fairhope,” a profound tribute to the 
elegant simplicity and rich heritage that 
defines our town. Immerse yourself in 
a world rendered in sophisticated black 
and white, reflecting the timeless beauty 
of Fairhope, Alabama. Join us as we 
showcase exceptional artistry against a 
backdrop that embodies the very essence 
of classic coastal living. Our featured 
artwork, a symbol of the Eastern Shore, 
has been meticulously crafted in black 
and white by the esteemed Artist Natalie 
H. Catar. I extend my sincere gratitude 
to my good friend and co-chair, Wendy 
Soles, to our invaluable volunteers 
without whom this festival would not 
be possible, and to Lindsey Lawrence, 
Festival Administrative Assistant. Thank 
you to our generous sponsors, local 
businesses, and the City of Fairhope. We 
cordially invite you to explore the diverse 
array of arts, entertainment, and activities 
available this weekend, in addition to 
patronizing our wonderful local shops 
and restaurants. There is truly something 
for everyone to enjoy. We encourage you 
to discover a unique keepsake to take 
home and to thoroughly enjoy your time 
at our classically unique festival this 
year.”

- Shannon Gandy

Pictured Below: Festival Chairman 
Shannon Gandy
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Welcome 
to Fairhope! 
The Fairhope 
Arts & Crafts 
Festival is a 
beloved tradi-
tion for both
locals and 

visitors, and 
we’re delight-

ed to have you join us. Each year, 
the City looks
forward to hosting this open-air 

celebration in the heart of our 
beautiful downtown.
Dedicated volunteers work for 

months to ensure the festival is a 
memorable experience for
everyone who attends.
Fairhope is a community that 

truly embraces the arts, and this 

festival gives us the perfect
opportunity to celebrate talented 

artists from across the country. 
From stunning artwork to
delicious food and lively sur-

roundings, there’s truly some-
thing here for everyone.
So make plans to browse our 

shops, soak in the creativity, en-
joy good food, and make
lasting memories with family 

and friends. We can’t wait to wel-
come you to Fairhope!

Sherry Sullivan
Mayor, City of Fairhope

Welcome to Beautiful Fairhope

Sherry Sullivan 
Mayor 

Council Members: 
Kevin G. Boone 

Jay Robinson 
Jack Burrell, ACMO 

Jimmy Conyers 
Corey Martin 

Lisa A. Hanks, MMC 
City Clerk 

Kimberly Creech 
Treasurer 

161 North Section St. 
PO Drawer 429 

Fairhope, AL 36533 

251-928-2136 (p)
251-928-6776 (f)

www.fairhopeal.gov 

March 2023

Welcome to Fairhope! The Arts & Crafts Festival is such a special 
event for the Fairhope community and is cherished to visitors and  
locals alike. 

This outdoor festival takes place in beautiful downtown Fairhope 
 and will celebrate artists from around the country. There truly is  
something for everyone at the Arts & Crafts Festival.    

Make plans to visit Fairhope, celebrate the arts, enjoy good food, 
and make lasting memories with friends and family.   

Sherry Sullivan 

Mayor 
City of Fairhope 

Jimmy Conyers,
President

Jack Burrell
Andrea Faust Booth

Joshua Gammon
Jay Robinson
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Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors

Special thanks to the Official Festival Photographer, Stephen Savage Photography (251-401-0008 - savagephoto@msn.com) and Marissa Thetford 

Marketing (marissatmarketing.com) for submitting images for the 2026 magazine. And Gulf Coast Media’s Mckinzie Impastato (251-943-2151) for 

magazine layout.

SILVER SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

Bronze
Cartiology, Fairhope Chocolate, Flowerwood Nursery, Merchants and Marine Bank, Piggly Wiggly, 
Plantation Pointe Shopping Center, PNC Bank, The Balcony and Wells Fargo

Copper
Chick-fil-a, Downtown Business Association, Easy Haul, Inc., Fairhope Brewing Company, 
Imperial Dade and Lyons Share

Patron
Southern Veranda and Stephen Savage Photography

WFNA

GULF COAST

ARTIST
DINNER

FESTIVAL
MAP
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Three Days Only!

30% Off all Antique & Estate Jewelry

Thursday March 19th, Friday March 20th & Saturday March 21st

“View The Most Complete Selection of Antique Jewelry in the South”

Brenny’s Jewelry Company
333 Fairhope Ave, Fairhope, AL 36532

251-928-3916
Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 5:00 • Closed Sunday

www.brennysjewelry.comBRENNY’S JEWELRYBRENNY’S JEWELRY
COMPANYCOMPANY
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The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Foundation 
was established in 2016 by dedicated volunteers from 
the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival Committee. Its 
primary mission is to preserve and advance the legacy 
and integrity of the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival, 
while fostering community appreciation for the arts 
and supporting art education through scholarships 
and grants.

Each year, the Festival’s proceeds are distributed to 
deserving recipients in the form of grants and student 
scholarships. These beneficiaries are selected based 
on donation requests and scholarship applications, 
with final decisions made by the Festival’s volunteers 
and board of directors. Eligible recipients must be 
involved in art-related endeavors, civic organizations, 
or initiatives that enrich the local arts community.

Recognized as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization 
by the IRS, the Foundation welcomes donations 
and inquiries about its work. Scholarship and 
donation applications for 2026 are now available 
online at FairhopeArtsandCraftsFestival.com. For 
more information, you can contact the Festival 
Administrator by mail at P.O. Box 2343, Fairhope, 
AL 36533, by email at fairhopeartsandcraftsfestival@
gmail.com, or by phone at 251-229-1874.

The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Foundation

Officers:
President
Stephen Roberts
Treasurer
Meghan Savage
Secretary
Jim Bates
Past President
Laura English

Board Members
Mandy Bezeredi
Jodi Holland
Sonja Pate
Marissa Thetford
Festival Administrative    
Assistant 
Lindsey Lawrence

Board of Directors
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In Loving Memory

The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival has always been powered by volunteers. It is sustained by the hands 
and hearts of those who give their time, talents, and love to something greater than themselves. This year, we 
pause to honor two remarkable individuals whose dedication helped shape the spirit and success of our festival 
for decades.

Honoring Volunteers Who Helped Shape Our Festival

Larry Pate
Larry Pate began volunteering with the Fairhope Arts and Crafts 

Festival while working at WALA, serving alongside his wife, Jackie. What 
began as service soon became a lifelong commitment. Together, Larry and 
Jackie became a steady and trusted presence on the Festival Committee for 
decades. Over the years, they chaired the festival multiple times, guiding 
it through seasons of growth and change with experience and care.

Much of Larry’s impact took place behind the scenes. His technical 
expertise and exceptional organizational skills strengthened countless 
aspects of the festival’s operations, often in ways unseen but deeply felt. 
He especially enjoyed helping with the school art setup and treasured the 
friendships formed through years of service. Those relationships meant a 
great deal to him.

Larry led with steadiness and generosity. His dedication helped build 
the strong foundation on which the festival stands today. We remember 
him with gratitude and affection, knowing his legacy is woven into the 
fabric of this cherished community tradition.

Diane Rush Douglas
In 1989, after a twenty year career in education, 

Diane Rush Douglas opened In the Company of Angels 
in downtown Fairhope. She often shared that she was 
inspired to open the store after the loss of her mother. 
All she wanted to do, she said, was eat ice cream 
cones and open a shop filled with thoughtfulness. 
That is exactly what she created. For more than thirty 
five years, her beloved shop became a place defined 
by warmth, compassion, and intentional living.

Diane’s 
spirit 
extended 
naturally 
beyond her 
storefront 
and into the 
Fairhope 
Arts and 
Crafts 
Festival. 
She was 
instrumental 

in the creation of the Adopt an Artist program, 
collaborating with downtown merchants to 
welcome participating artists with genuine Southern 
hospitality. She encouraged local business owners 
to become more involved in the festival and helped 
cultivate the welcoming culture for which Fairhope 
is known within the artist community. She had a rare 
and beautiful ability to bring people together.

In 1995, Diane wrote:
“There must be Angels over Fairhope,
For it’s such a special place,
Planters overflow with flowers,
And people welcome with such grace…
Surely Southern hospitality
Was born and bred right here,
So…
I’ll tuck this Angel by my heart,
And keep that Fairhope spirit near.”

Today, Diane is our Angel Over Fairhope, forever. 
Her kindness, creativity, and deep love for this 
community will continue to inspire the festival for 
generations to come.
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According to historical records and newspaper accounts, 
the Arts & Crafts Festival originally began as a tour planned 
to coordinate with the Mobile Jaycees’ Azalea Trail and 
Mobile Mardi Gras celebrations. The idea was that visitors 
attending these major events in Mobile would be drawn 
across the bay, giving both visitors and local residents the 
opportunity to experience the many talents of Eastern 
Shore residents. The first Arts & Crafts Tour took place 
from February 22 to February 28, 1953. All exhibits were 
displayed inside store windows and represented a wide 
variety of artistic interests. The tour schedule included 
entertainment and craft demonstrations and lasted an 
entire week. Although some artists did sell items, the 
majority of the tour consisted of exhibits for viewing only.

In 1965, the tour expanded to include exhibitors and 
activities from the cities of Spanish Fort and Daphne. 
The week’s opening ceremonies were held in Spanish 
Fort and concluded with a play in Fairhope. That year, 
the Chamber reported 4,150 visitors, with 52 exhibitors 
and demonstrators highlighted, in addition to another 
41 participating artists. By 1967, the event featured more 
than one hundred displays, exhibits, and demonstrations. 
Although there was still no entry fee, all participants were 
asked to pay a 10 percent commission on their gross sales.

By 1975, craftsmen displayed their work and techniques 
in “Craft-Houses,” which were vacant buildings 
repurposed for the event. In 1978, the show was condensed 
to three days for the first time. This was also the first year 
that craftsmen displayed their work on sidewalks rather 
than inside buildings and businesses. In 1983, prize money 
was awarded for the first time, with the Best of Show 
recipient receiving $250, and booths were moved from the 
edges of the streets to the center. The Mary McGrath Award 
was established in 1984, and the first Spring Fever Chase 
was organized in 1986.

In many ways, the Festival truly took off in the 1990s, 
despite torrential rains in 1991 that damaged tents on 
opening day. This decade brought many firsts: the first 
expansion of the show to Magnolia, the introduction of a 
Food Court, the first television coverage, the first exchange 
of awards between the Chamber and the Art Center, the 
first year with more than 700 applicants, and the first time 
the Festival was named one of the Top 200 Festivals in the 
United States by Sunshine Artist magazine. Since then, the 
Festival has received this honor every year, based on votes 
from artists who participate in shows across the country.

As the Festival moved into the new millennium, its 
success continued, drawing hundreds of thousands of 
visitors and artists from across the United States. In 2016, 
the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Foundation was established to 
continue the tradition and expand the Festival’s mission of 
community outreach. Since its inception, the Foundation 
has given back more than $320,000, and sponsored city 
beautification and art projects like the staining of Arts Alley 
and the installation of Hannah Legg’s “Paint the Town” 
mural next to the city’s Welcome Center”. This beloved 
local tradition, which consistently ranks among the top art 
shows in the country, will celebrate its 74th anniversary in 
2026.

As this history shows, the Festival has evolved in many 
ways. Exhibitors are no longer limited to local artists but 
now come from across the United States. The Festival no 
longer charges exhibitors a commission on sales, relying 
instead on an entry fee. Attendance has grown to six-
digit figures, and the activities surrounding the Festival 
have expanded significantly. Yet the Fairhope Arts & 
Crafts Festival’s purpose remains unchanged: to promote 
goodwill and festivity in Fairhope, to showcase the highest 
quality artwork and craftsmanship, and to host the Festival 
in one of the loveliest places in the world.

Celebrating 74 Years of the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival
 A Treasured Local Tradition
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This year, the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival 
is unveiling something distinctly new and 
timeless: its first-ever featured artwork rendered 
entirely in black and white. Titled The Heron, the 
2026 featured artwork reflects the festival’s theme, 
Classic Fairhope: A Study in Black and White, and 
offers a refined interpretation of the natural beauty 
and quiet elegance that define the Eastern Shore.

Created by artist Natalie H. Catar, The Heron 
captures one of Fairhope’s most iconic coastal 
symbols through a minimalist lens, honoring 
both tradition and artistic restraint. The black-
and-white composition marks a departure from 
previous years and underscores the festival’s 
continued evolution while remaining rooted in its 
classic identity.

Festival Chairman Shannon Gandy shared her 
excitement about the significance of this year’s 
featured artwork.

“This year’s featured artwork represents a 
meaningful moment for our festival,” Gandy said. 
“For the first time, we are highlighting a black-
and-white piece that truly embodies the timeless 
character of Fairhope. The Heron is elegant, 
classic, and deeply connected to our coastal 
environment. It sets the tone for a festival that 
honors our history while celebrating the enduring 
power of art in our community.”

The original artwork will be displayed during 

the festival at the official merchandise tent. 
Limited-edition prints of The Heron will be 
available for purchase, along with a curated 
selection of festival merchandise featuring the 
artwork, including posters, commemorative items, 
and apparel created exclusively for the 2026 
Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival.

2026 Featured Artist, Natalie Catar

Get to know Natalie
Natalie Catar, a resident of Fairhope Alabama 

is a talented artist with a background in Fine Arts 
and experience in set artistry in theatre and the 
film industry.

Specializing in oils, acrylics, colored pencil 
and graphite her artwork has a unique attention 
to detail.

Growing up in Louisiana visiting the French 
Quarter on the weekends, she has a passion for 
music and captures the feelings and mood of her 
subjects. She prides herself on noticing and loves 
people.

Much of her inspiration comes from her 
travels- so many states across the US, and 
much of Europe including France, Italy, 
England, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Croatia, the 

Netherlands, Slovenia, and Austria, scenes from 
these travels as well as the infinite fetail of the 
simplest and tiniest things such as a four leaf 
clover.

Natalie’s diversity of subject and style touches 
a wide spectrum of audiences; her work has been 
featured in galleries in New Orleans and Ruston 
Louisiana and Mobile, Montgomery, Orange 
Beach and now Fairhope Alabama.

Besides drawings and paintings on canvas, 
some of Natalie’s works have been made into 
greeting cards because she cherishes the art of 
hand written note and the warmth it brings.

She is proud to be a Fairhope local and has 
all of her prints and cards made right here in 
Fairhope.
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The 74th Annual Artist Reveal
Hosted February 7th at Provision in Downtown Fairhope
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Festival Quick Facts

Directions:

Parking:
SHUTTLE SERVICES:

Hot Wheels of Daphne provides 
shuttle service during the weekend. 
Parking for the shuttle will be available 
at the Baldwin Square Parking lot 
(former Winn-Dixie) and Piggly Wiggly 
parking lot in the Plantation Point shopping center, 
located on the corner of Hwy. 98 and Fairhope Ave.
Shuttle Hours: 

10:00 am to 5:30 pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
The cost of the shuttle is $5 round trip.

HANDICAP PARKING: 
Handicap Parking will be available:
•	 On Bancroft in the parking lot behind the 

Fairhope Museum of History.
•	 In the Municipal parking lot on Bancroft Street

DOWNTOWN PARKING/TOWING:
Parking is limited in the downtown area and available 

on a first-come, first-served basis. Please pay attention 
to no parking signs during the Festival and do not block 
driveways. 

The City and Festival Committee make every effort 
to avoid towing vehicles, but it may be necessary if a 
driveway or residence is blocked or if your vehicle inter-

feres with Festival activities. In the event that your car 
is towed during the Festival, please call Tony’s Towing 
Services at 251-928-7324.

Parking is available:
• In the public parking garage off North Church Street.
• On the public parking lot off South Church Street
• At the First Baptist Church of Fairhope, St. Law-

rence Church and the Fairhope United Methodist 
Church on South Section Street except during church 
services.

• Please avoid parking at Fairhope West Elementary 
school on Friday, March 20, 2026

Handicap Parking will be available:
• On Bancroft in the parking lot behind the Fairhope 

Museum of History.
• In the Municipal parking lot on Bancroft Street

Golf Cart Parking:
Golf Cart Parking will be available at the Coastal Ala-

bama Community College on Bancroft

BICYCLE VALET:
The Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee along with the 

Baldwin County Trailblazers will have Bike Valet set up 
in front of the Fairhope Public Library on Fairhope Av-
enue during event hours. For more information, please 
email the committee at fairhopepedbikeada@gmail.com.

The annual Arts & Crafts Festival is held every third weekend in March on the picturesque streets of Downtown 
Fairhope, located on the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay. For three days, downtown Fairhope transforms from its 
quaint, charming, old-fashioned streets into an outdoor art gallery, featuring paintings, jewelry, pottery, and other 
handcrafted treasures. Admission is free!

The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival is a 100% volunteer-run event. The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Foundation uses 
the proceeds to support the arts in the community through donations and scholarships. In addition to being rec-
ognized by various tourism departments and magazines as one of the top events in the South, it is also celebrated 
across the United States as one of the top Fine Art Festivals.

If you are traveling along Interstate 10, take exit 35 
and head south on US Highway 98. Continue on US 
Highway 98 for approximately 10 miles. Upon entering 
Fairhope, turn right onto Fairhope Avenue and head 
west into downtown Fairhope. The Festival is located 
downtown in the central business district. 

Festival Merchandise:

Don’t miss our official festival merchandise tent, 
located on Johnson Street at the Hot Wheels Shuttle 
Stop! There, you’ll find this year’s exclusive art print of 
The Heron by Natalie Catar, along with a selec tion of 
commemorative t-shirts, hats, tumbler mugs, and more.  
All proceeds benefit the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival 
Foundation and support our mission to strengthen and 
promote the arts in our community. We accept cash 
and credit cards!
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Congratulations! You’ve Been Adopted!

Fairhope’s Adopt an Artist 
Program proves Southern 
Hospitality is alive and well

For over thirty years, the merchants of 
Downtown Fairhope have offered a unique 
service to artists participating in the Festival 
by pairing them with local businesses for the 
weekend.

It all began when a few merchants, whose 
stores were near Festival artists, offered a place 
to rest, snacks, and restroom access. This ges-
ture was so well-received that the Downtown 
Fairhope Business Association formalized the 
concept, and the “Adopt an Artist” program 
was born.

For more than three decades, Diane Douglas, 
owner of In the Company of Angels, organized 
the program in partnership with the Down-
town Fairhope Business Association. In 2023, 
the honor was passed on to sisters Barbara 
Miller Levitt and Carol Miller Eberlein, owners 
of M&F Casuals.

Merchants volunteer to provide services like 
general information, refreshments, restroom 
access, and, of course, Southern hospitality to 
Festival artists. While not all artists take ad-
vantage of the offer, those who do often high-
light it as one of the Festival’s “major high-
lights.” Some artists have even suggested the 
program to other Festivals, inspiring similar 
initiatives nationwide. Many local merchants 
cherish their time with the artists and request 
to be paired with the same artist year after 
year, building lasting friendships with little 
effort or expense.

The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Foun-
dation thanks all of our local business own-
ers and their employees  for their continued 
support and welcoming spirit, which make our 
Festival—and Downtown Fairhope—so spe-
cial.
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INVENTORY
Hard-to-find Cordials & Liqueurs • Gift Bags

Glasses • Accessories • Drink Mixes • Juices • Sodas • Ice

OVER 5OO WINES
French • German • Italian • California • Alabama Muscadine • Saki

CHAMPAGNE
Fine French • Domestic • Prosecco

Over 400 Beers • Over 300 Liquors

TOBACCO PRODUCTS
Fine Cigars • Cigarettes

Kathy’s Package StoreKathy’s Package Store

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for Beer, Wine & Spirits Tastings schedule!

Support Wildlife, throw a party!

28600 US Hwy 98 #G • Daphne, AL 36526
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Fairhope, AL 
18153 Wright Blvd.

www.kathyspackagestore.com
Beer, Champagne, Liqueurs

Spirits, Wines and
Premium Cigars

251-517-7095

M a r c h  2 0 –2 2 ,  2 0 2 6
Fr i – S a t  1 0 – 5  |  S u n  1 0 – 3

Downtown Fairhope
 85 N. Bancroft Street - on the corner of Equality and Bancroft

A curated indoor art show inside our elegant event venue featuring
thoughtful, modern work from 20 regional artists.

@ApiaryArtShow

I N D O O R  A R T  S H O W
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22   2026 Fairhope Arts and Crafts

Fibers/Leather

 Artist Listings as of 2/10/26. Artists are subject to 
change. For the most up to date artist listing please visit 
FairhopeArtsandCraftsFestival.com or stop by the Festival 
Information Booth for a map and artist list.

Amos Amit	 Los Angeles, CA
Melissa Bracken	 Cincinnati, OH
Dylan Britt	 Higdon, AL
Astou Dioum	 New York, NY
Lou Garner	 Jackson, TN
Robert Hale	 Robertsdale, AL
Jennifer Hoertz	 Brewster, NY
Debbie Hoover	 Calera, AL
Mehmet Kesimli	 Joelton, TN
Sue Konkol	 Leland, NC
Annie Mohaupt	 Chicago, IL
Cora Nimtz	 New Orleans, LA
Liz Stutzman	 Dayton, OH
Seema Sudan	 Shandaken, NY
Lenora Thomas	 Pensacola, FL
Dorothy Wright	 Jackson, MS

Functional Crafts
Jake Asuit	 Cleveland, GA
Dale Cantrell	 Danville, IN
Jose Coy	 Waco, TX
Karen Cutrell	 Covington, LA
Lynn Dugger	 Haddock, GA
Victor Edwards	 Monticello, FL
Ilania Fowler	 Marble, NC
Sheridan Glenn	 Troy, AL
George Jones  Jr.	 Florence, AL
Neil  Kahrs	 Dexter, KS
Heaven Mccaulley	 Sanibel , FL
Heather Mcdurmon	 Rome, GA
Jeff Mohr	 Crawfordville, FL
Joel Scilley	 New Orleans, LA
Nancy Stroud	 Swainsboro, GA
Jeremy Temple	 Goodlettsville, TN
Andrew Whittaker	 Columbia, TN

Glass
Charles Adams	 Troy, AL
Seth Bickis	 Madison, IN
Joe  Hobbs	 Pensacola, FL
Donna Hoyack	 San Antonio, TX
Marygail Vansledright	 Alto, MI
Teri and Chad Walker Ridgeway 	New Orleans, LA
Fred Weber	 Metairie, LA
Valerie Wheeler	 Clarkesville, GA

Graphics, Drawing 
& Watercolor

Keith Andry	 Baton Rouge, LA
Nicola Barsaleau	 Lacrosse, FL
Elaine Booth	 Huntsville, AL
Douglas Fulks	 Lees Summit, MO
Liping(Penny) Jackson	 Clinton, MS
Emma  Knowles	 Birmingham, AL
Hannah Lewis	 Montevallo, AL
Brian McKelvey	 St. Johns, MI
Willie Morris	 Panama City, FL
Craig Routh	 Denham Springs, LA
Jessie Zenor	 Ocean Springs, MS

Jewelry
Megan Austin 	 Canton, GA
Michael Bonardi	 Columbus, OH
Johanny De Los Santos	 Orlando, FL
Ash Gaines	 Fairhope, AL
Jenna Hirt	 New Smyrna Beach, FL
Robin Holt	 Tallahassee, FL
Jeanne Lassard 	 Duluth, MN
Roxy Lentz	 Clarksville, IN
Scott Macklin	 San Diego, CA
Sandra Matasick	 Gainesville, FL
Carlos Montanaro	 Indio, CA
Norman Morgan	 Owens Cross Roads, AL
Rocky Pardo	 Fairhope, AL
Cortney Shawver	 Foley, AL
Katherine Smith	 Atlanta, GA
Georgia Sparling	 Ocean Springs, MS
Martin Taber	 Bainbridge Island, WA

2026 Festival Artists

Mixed Media
Ryan Boase	 Greenville, SC
Drew Brass	 Apopka, FL
Christi Breen 	 Covington, LA
Richard (Rich) Britnell	 Auburn, AL
Stacey Brown	 Atlanta, GA
Sarah Cantor	 Atlanta, GA
Cricket Flowers	 Fairhope, AL
Mary Emily Galysh	 Rome, GA
Estelle Grengs	 Freeport, FL
Debo Groover	 Tallahassee, FL
Kelly Jean	 Baton Rouge, LA
Kirsten Koza	 Woodstock, GA
Margaret Luttrell	 Knoxville, TN
Summer Lydick	 Humble, TX
Donna Martin	 Hoover, AL
Carol McCrady	 Madison, AL
Teresa Merriman	 Colorado Springs, CO
Abe Negaran	 Baton Rouge, LA
H.C. Porter	 Vicksburg, MS
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www.PecanGifts.com

16151 Greeno Road
(Highway98)

Fairhope, Alabama 36532

1-800-732-6812
1-251-928-9031

MARCH 1,2027MARCH 1,2027

With any purchaseWith any purchase

www.PecanGifts.com

16151 Greeno Road
(Highway98)

Fairhope, Alabama 36532

1-800-732-6812
1-251-928-9031

www.PecanGifts.com

16151 Greeno Road
(Highway98)

Fairhope, Alabama 36532

1-800-732-6812
1-251-928-9031

16193

251-990-4859
9 North Church Street, D, Fairhope, AL

RevolutionFairhope@gmail.com

Womens & Mens 
On-Trend Clothing

Consignment
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Painting
Hannah Amidon 	 Madison, TN
Margaret Baker 	 Winter Springs, FL
Alla Baltas 	 Baton Rouge, LA
Randall Bartlett 	 Auburn, AL
Claudia Benton 	 Baton Rouge, LA
Julie Brown	 Metairie, LA
Carol Carmichael	 Birmingham, AL
Steve 	 Riverside, AL
Loran Chavez 	 Fairhope, AL
Jami Childers 	 Jacksonville, FL
Claire Cormany	 Birmingham, AL
Joan Curtis	 Birmingham, AL
Maggie Grier	 Birmingham, AL
John Halliday	 Mobile, AL
Michael Hamrick	 Eufaula, AL
Sundi Hawkins	 Pell City, AL
Monica Iversen	 Anderson, SC
Keith Martin Johns	 Chiefland , FL
Megan Johnson	 Burnsville, MN
Kerream Jones	 Jonesboro, GA
Karen Libecap	 Hoover, AL
Michael Meissner	 Spearfish, SD
Charlotte Miller	 Mukwonago, WI
Vanessa 	 Huntsville, AL
Christopher Mize	 Panama City Beach, FL
Carla Moll	 Port Vincent, LA
Micah Mullen	 Louisburg, NC
Virginia Nelson	 Birmingham, AL
Jurate Phillips	 Columbus, OH
Lydia Randolph	 Mentone, AL
Porter Rivers	 Mountain Brook, AL
Anne Schroeder	 Alva, FL
Linda Scott	 Daphne, AL
Caroline Sherrer	 Montgomery, AL
Betsy Stark	 Decatur, AL
Lucy Thomas	 Columbia, TN
Jim Tucker	 Richardson, TX
Tara Turnbull	 Buffalo, NY
Rianna Turner	 Mobile, AL
Abi Waller	 Fairhope, AL
Zoe White	 Conroe, TX
David Wiss	 Spanish Fort, AL
Alicia Woodward	 Huntsville, AL
Ying Zhou	 Oxford, FL

Photography
Jane Axman	 Johnstown, PA
Bill Chambers	 Milton, FL
Micheal Paul Cole	 Hannibal, MO
Dave McNamara	 New Orleans, LA
Neshama Roash	 Saint Louis, MO
Thomas Sanders	 Foley, AL
Jeff Thamert	 Titusville, FL
Priscilla Venable	 Spanish Fort, AL
Kaitlin West	 Birmingham, AL
Kyle Wilson	 Selma, NC

Mixed Media
Leah Rawls	 Madison, MS
Deeann Rieves	 Hermitage, TN
Scotty Robinson	 Conway, AR
Kristine Senft	 Santa Rosa Beach, FL
Kellie Smith	 Duson, LA
Joanna Solid	 Hartwell, GA
Kevin Van Hyning	 Birmingham, AL
Anne Venable	 Lafayette, LA
Lara Wehrli	 Lake City, FL

Pottery/Ceramics
Lindsey Ayers	 Hannibal, MO
Jason Bove	 Oregonia , OH
Paveen Beer Chunhaswasdikul	 Gadsden, AL
Jenn Cole	 Cookeville, TN
Audry Deal-McEver	 Nashville, TN
Kellie Hastings	 Foley, AL
Becca Irvin	 Candler, NC
David Johnson	 Collierville, TN
Sarah McCarthy	 Floyd, VA
Cassie Myers	 Lexington, SC
Tim Peters	 Winter Haven, FL
Amber Poole	 Lexington, VA
Leslie  Smith	 Birmingham, AL
Alex Williams	 New Orleans, LA
Jason Wilson	 Hattiesburg, MS
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Sculpture
Whitney Clanton	 Jacksons Gap, AL
William Colburn 	 Birmingham, AL
Kevin Edgar	 Manitowoc, WI
Sean Klinksiek	 Bulverde, TX
Royal Miree	 Birmingham, AL
Jackie and Charles Nipper	Queen Creek, AZ
Josh Price	 Dunnellon, FL
Rommel Ricaurte	 Mount Pleasant, TN
Craig Riches	 Fairhope, AL
Pornthep Ruang	 Atlanta, GA

Wood
Isai Aleksandrovich 	 Fort Lee , NJ
Craig Babylon	 Covington , LA
Bryan Chandler	 Highland Home, AL
David Fortenberry	 Gadsden, AL
James Garrard	 Dallas, GA
Tina Hospers	 Middlebury, IN
Chris and Kim Larue	 Mount Washington, KY
Byron Lawrence	 Palm Bay, FL
Curtis Ledford	 Columbiana, AL
Daniel Malinsky	 Gulf Breeze, FL
Richard McCollum	 Bryn Athyn, PA
Cassi Shaw	 Fairhope, AL
David Sinquefield	 Murrayville, GA
John and Laurie Smith	 Yalaha, FL
Justin Walker	 Rockford, IL

Adjacent Art Show Happening this Weekend 

Did you know that two art shows take place 
simultaneously in Downtown Fairhope each 
year during the third weekend in March? The 
Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival, organized 
by the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival 
Foundation, and the Annual Outdoor Art 
Show, hosted by the Eastern Shore Art Center, 
are held side by side.

Now in its 54th year, the Outdoor Art Show, 
hosted by the Eastern Shore Art Center, is 
located directly next to the Fairhope Arts and 
Crafts Festival. Nearly 100 artist booths line 
Section Street, north of Magnolia Avenue, and 
Oak Street in front of the Art Center.

The ESAC Outdoor Art Show is a major 
fundraiser for the Art Center, helping to fund 
free public admission year-round. For more 
information on the ESAC Outdoor Art Show 
and artist listings, visit www.esartcenter.org.

Eastern Shore Art Center 
Outdoor Art Show
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2026 Festival Judges

Liz Lane

Liz Lane is an abstract expressionist that uses 
thoughts, emotions and the world surround-
ing her to create tangible visions of color and 
movement. Using acrylic and oil on canvas, 
her paintings are alchemy of an internal world 
trying to process the external. 

Lane has balanced running a business in a 
changing world - from commercial galleries 
to now an open studio. She balances this with 
community driven environmental activism 
and being a mom. She and her husband cur-
rently live in Birmingham, Alabama. 

The Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival; Judged and Juried
The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival is a juried event. For those unfamiliar with the term, juried art events have a selec-

tion committee for exhibitors and require that applicants submit slides or photos of work or products and booth displays, 
along with other information like art process, material descriptions, and/or other relevant information for their prospec-
tive art mediums or category. The selection committee (the jury) reviews all applications before choosing exhibitors for 
the event. On average, the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival receives over 500 applicants, with the final show consisting of 
roughly 200 to 225 invited exhibitors.

On the first day of the Festival three judges evaluate the more than 200 participants in the show. They select winners by 
scoring each individual artist and the artists with the highest overall scores get the largest awards. There is also an award 
for each artist with the highest score for their medium. Being selected a winner is not just about the honor – it comes with a 
cash prize and a coveted spot in next year’s Festival. Meet the 2026 judges…

Devontae Knight

Rooted in memories 
of the Deep South, 
Devontae Knight’s 
work begins with the 
belief that beauty 
often emerges 
from unlikely or 
overlooked places—
sometimes as the 
only light within 
adversity. This 
perspective drives his focus on honoring what 
modern society tends to discard: creativity, 
originality, and the subtle craftsmanship found in 
the ordinary.
Devontae explores these themes by positioning 
subjects against expansive, uncluttered 
backgrounds, creating intentional contrasts 
that reflect both artistic tradition and personal 
identity. Over time, he has developed a signature 
impasto style using oils and a palette knife, 
paired with handcrafted frames incorporating 
materials such as eggshell, fabric, mirrors, and 
mosaics — techniques passed down from his 
mentor, Nall Hollis. The process is raw, tactile, 
and intuitive, embracing imperfection as a source 
of depth and resonance.
“Through these works, I seek to evoke the 
emotions that linger just beneath the surface—
reminders of the beauty, resilience, and 
individuality that persist despite a world 
increasingly drawn to uniformity.” 



2026 Fairhope Arts and Crafts  27 

Juried Award Categories
The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival awards over 

$20,000 in cash prizes to the top artists and craftsmen. A 
panel of three highly talented and respected judges were 
selected to choose the best works from the 74th Annual 
Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival. The awards will be 
presented during the Artist’s Dinner on Friday evening at 
the Fairhope Civic Center.

Best of Show
Chairman’s Award
A&C Foundation Award
Jury Award
Merit Awards (5)
Awards of Distinction for each medium (10)

Jayne Morgan 
Jayne Morgan travels across the country in her Airstream trailer 
showcasing her oil and acrylic paintings. Her 1964 Airstream is 
regularly the subject of her work, as well as landscapes, flowers in 
jars, and her signature subject - the Honeybear.  Growing up Jayne’s 
family would sit down to dinner and always had a bear shaped honey 
bottle to put on bread for dessert.  After graduating from SCAD, she 
knew she wanted to do art festivals but didn’t have much direction.  
An artist she admired told her she should be ‘the Honeybear lady’, 
people would remember that. Then she had an assignment.  Jayne 
started painting honeybear after honeybear and people did remember.  
Her hometown of Hoover, Alabama used the Honeybear for their anti-
littering campaign and over 20 Honeybear signs were placed around 
the town. 

When Jayne is not traveling, she is teaching art classes in her studio 
in Bluff Park, Alabama and volunteering for people with special 

needs. Recently she has gotten into film and television, working on movie sets, a music video and 
commercials.  Some of her clients include Harry Styles, Jeff Goldblum, and Kurt Russel. Follow 
along with her artwork and adventures on jaynemorgan.com.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.

Please visit our booth 
at the intersection of S. 

Church Street and 
 De la Mare Ave.
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An Army of Volunteers More than 500 volunteers work together to 
produce the Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival

A
s soon as the Festival wraps up each March, our dedicated volunteers begin planning for the 
following year’s event. The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival is powered by an all-volunteer 
team, with the exception of one year-round administrator. Their hard work ensures that every 
detail comes together seamlessly.

Our volunteer-led committees are crucial to the Festival’s success. Some work year-round, 
while others focus on the week of the event, but each plays an essential role in bringing the Festival to life.

People from all walks of life generously give their time, passing their passion for the Festival from one 
generation to the next. While we deeply appreciate the loyalty of our long-time volunteers, we also welcome 
newcomers eager to help carry on this beloved Fairhope tradition, which has thrived for more than seventy 
years.

This dedication has helped the Festival grow from a small local event into one that attracts artists and visi-
tors from across the nation. The Festival has earned national recognition, including being named one of the 
top 10 festivals in the country by Sunshine Artist Magazine, as well as features in Southern Living and The 
New York Times.

2026 Festival Chairman Shannon Gandy and Co-Chair Wendy Soles are excited to work alongside such a 
talented team of volunteers to present the 74th Annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival. 

We also extend a special thank you to ColoréVous Salon Co. for serving as our volunteer headquarters this 
year. Interested in volunteering next year? Visit our website and click on the “Volunteer Committee” tab un-
der the Welcome section.
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Student Art Competition
The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Student Art Competition 

has been a cherished tradition since 2007, inviting Eastern Shore 
middle and high school students to create artwork inspired by the 
festival’s annual theme. In its early years, schools participated by 
submitting a single collaborative mural, which was displayed at 
the Artist Awards Dinner on Friday night. Festival artists voted 
for their favorite piece, with cash prizes awarded to support the 
winning schools’ art programs.

A New Chapter for Student Artists
In 2025, the Festival Foundation introduced a new format, 

opening the competition to individual students and small groups. 
This shift marked a significant evolution in the program and 
proved to be a tremendous success, with an impressive number of 
submissions showcasing the depth of talent and creativity among 
young artists across Baldwin County.

Building on that momentum, the Festival is excited to wel-
come student submissions for the 2026 competition. Students are 
invited to submit artwork inspired by this year’s theme, Classic 
Fairhope: A Study in Black and White. All artwork is created on 
canvases provided by the Festival.

Judging, Awards, and Exhibition
The top 30 submissions will be selected for display at the 

Art-ist Awards Dinner on Friday, March 20, where participating 
Festival artists will judge and vote on their favorite pieces during 
the event’s cocktail hour. Cash prizes will be awarded to the top 
three winners, with the winners announced that evening. Follow-
ing the awards, the top 10 will be on display durin the festival on 
Saturday and Sunday in the downtown windows of CK Col-
lection and Fantasy Island Toys. After the Festival, the winning 
artwork will be displayed at Fairhope Chocolate and will remain 
on display until the following year’s Festival.

Highlights from the 2025 Competition
Last year’s Student Art Competition celebrated the 2025 festi-

val theme, Fairhope in Bloom. For the first time, Baldwin County 
middle and high school students participated individually, 
creating original works inspired by the theme Paint the Town. 
The response was overwhelming, with more than 40 submissions 
from talented young artists across the community. Selected works 
were displayed during the Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival Artist 
Awards Dinner and judged by participating festival artists.

A Tradition of Creativity
and Community

2025 Individual 
Student Award Winners

First Place
Artist’s Palette (oil paint)
Riley Brown
Fairhope High School, 12th           	

    grade
Second Place
The Treasures of Fairhope 	

     (mixed media)
Jasmin Alexandra Alvarado
Foley High School, 12th 		

     grade
Third Place
Sunny Duck Pond (acrylic 	

     paint)
Marley Jones
Fairhope High School, 11th 	

     grade
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Entertainment Stage
Come and enjoy local and regional talent including live 

music, dance performances, and the presentation of the 
2026 Dogwood Trail Court. The entertainment stage can be 
found at the intersection of Section Street and Magnolia 
Avenue across from the Festival Food Court.

(Schedule is accurate as of the print date and subject to 
change.)

Friday:
•	 10:00 AM – Opening Ceremony
•	 11:00 AM – Coastal Sound Jazz
•	 12:00 PM – Flo Rivers
•	 1:00 PM – Veritas Lutheran Children’s Choir 
•	 2:00 PM – Drew Howard Music
•	 3:00 PM – Drew Howard hosts Open Mic / Band Jam 

(3:00 PM to close)

Saturday:
•	 10:00 AM – Mobile Symphony Eastern Shore Strings
•	 11:00 AM – Studio B Dance
•	 12:00 PM – 2026 Dogwood Trail Court Introduction
•	 1:00 PM – Gypsy Chicks
•	 2:00 PM – Marjorie Searcy
•	 3:00 PM – Baldwin County Youth Orchestra
•	 4:00 PM – The Big Reveal

Sunday:
•	 10:00 AM – Sound Bath
•	 11:00 AM – Julia White
•	 12:00 PM – Lucky Ray
•	 1:00 PM – Jesse Perry Music
•	 2:30 PM – Magnolia Riot

2022 Fairhope Arts and Crafts  21 

Anderson, Sheldon Ponchatoula, LA 9901
Bonner, Gerome Parker, TX 8802-04
Fuller, Cara Huntsville, AL 5538
Jasinski, Michael McIntosh, FL 1102
Kennington, John Bixby, OK 3321-22
Mellott, Ron Bloomington, IN 5503
Miller, Brian Powell, TN 5510
Ogden, David Melbourne, FL 6623
Parnell, Debi Bay Minette, AL 9907
Salters, David Ocean Springs, MS 2211
Timoney, Alexe Spanish Fort, AL 5516
White, Steve Ocean Springs, MS 5527
Wilson, Kyle Selma, NC 1118

Photography

Clanton, Whitney Jacksons Gap, AL 6622
Colburn, William Birmingham, AL 1126
Doggett, Cym Huntsville, AL 5511
Grant, Will Bradenton, FL 5542-44
Jones, Lester Bartlett, TN 5523
Lawless, Susan Clarksville, TN 5536
Miree, Royal Birmingham, AL 5505-07
Ricaurte,  Rommel Lawrenceburg, TN 1130-32
Riches, Craig Fairhope, AL 5501
Rose, Jonathan Thompson Station, TN 5532
Welsch, Adam Buena Vista, GA 9913
Xia, Sompit  Granite Falls, NC 5541

Sculpture

Cole, Jenn Cookeville, TN 6608
Feazell, Todd Cincinnati, OH 5512
Fincannon, Karen Tucker, GA 1137
Gutierrez, Luis  Wake Forest, NC 2202
Holbein, Melissa Huntsville, AL 5502
Johnson, David Memphis, TN 4402
Neal, Greg Howey in the Hills, FL 6617
Peters, Tim Winter Haven, FL 5529
Poole, Amber Lexington, VA 1110-12
Rogers, Larry and Tracey Dickson, TN 4414
Smith, Leslie  Birmingham, AL 1113
Stelzer, Karl Cantonment, FL 4407-08
Stephens, Dave Rogers, AR 6620
Swiersz, Brian Madison, WI 4412
Thompson, Jon Lampe, MO 3302
Williams, Alex New Orleans, LA 5515
Wilson, Jason Hattiesburg, MS 5550

Pottery/Ceramics

Camp, Pam Panama City, FL 9910
Cereghino-Groves, Magali      Orlando, FL 4413
Cook, Charles Ocean Springs, MS 3317
Finerman, Dan Saucier, MS 3311
Floyd, Peter Pascagoula, MS 4404
Fortenberry, David Huntsville, AL 2213
Gollotte , Tim Wilmer , AL 2208
Heyl, Wade Houma, LA 7705-06
Hicks, William Town Creek, AL 6606
Lockridge, Joel Alabaster, AL 6610
McCollum, Richard Ft Pierce, FL 3319-20
Sinquefield, David Murrayville, GA 3304
Smith, Woody Crystal Lake, IL 3305
Thomas, Ralph Gulf Breeze, FL 4401
Till, Ashley Senoia, GA 4429-30
Tucker, Patrick Fairhope, AL 6601

Wood

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Name                                       City, State            Booth

Christmas ’Round the Corner Collectible Ornaments
 • Christopher Radko •  Old World • Karen Didion Santas - Nutcrackers - Nativities

Rx Delivery Monday-Friday!

Come visit where Christmas is  
always just ’round the corner!

 Mon - Sat 10:00 - 5:00

398 Fairhope Ave. Fairhope, AL 36532 • 251-928-8822
Get your sunscreen, hats and sunglasses at Fairhope Pharmacy!

396 Fairhope Ave. Fairhope, AL • 1-800-848-3247

www.fairhopepharmacy.com

Peters, Larkin Daphne, AL 1142
Pirkle, Linda Gainesville, GA 6605
Powell, Eddie Birmingham, AL 7701
Ray, Marisa Louisville, TN 6618
Rysavy, Kelly Tallahassee, FL 2207
Schroeder, Anne Alva, FL 1143
Taylor, George Montgomery, AL 3318
Tucker, James (Jim) Shawnee, KS 5539
Whitlock, Steve Sarasota, FL 6609

Painting - Continued
Name                                       City, State            Booth
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Casual Never 
Looked So Good

M & F CASUALS
380 Fairhope Avenue
Downtown Fairhope

shopmandf.com
Monday thru Saturday 10am - 5pm

Jude Connally
Gretchen Scott

Sympli
Foxcroft

Spanx
Habitat
Lysse
IBKul

Liverpool
Krazy Larry

Lisette L
Lulu B

Samuel Dong
Joseph Ribkoff

Julie Vos
Susan Shaw

Brighton
Hammitt

Hobo
Wallaroo

Goodr
Jambu

Charleston Shoe

Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday
during the Arts & Crafts Festival. 

--� LIVE MUSIC: �, 
· .. 

OCT 13- THE WRONG TERNS
OCT 15 - BEN JERNIGAN BAND
OCT 20 - CROSSROADZ
OCT 29- THE DAPHNE WITCHES RIDE 4PM
5 PM - Yeah, Probably…
to benefit  Konbit  Haiti..Tickets  on  Eventbrite

I Main Street in Daphne, AL.251.375.0543 MancisAn · lub.com '"-="'-" 

--� LIVE MUSIC: �, 
· .. 

OCT 13- THE WRONG TERNS
OCT 15 - BEN JERNIGAN BAND
OCT 20 - CROSSROADZ
OCT 29- THE DAPHNE WITCHES RIDE 4PM
5 PM - Yeah, Probably…
to benefit  Konbit  Haiti..Tickets  on  Eventbrite

I Main Street in Daphne, AL.251.375.0543 MancisAn · lub.com '"-="'-" 

MARCH 14 -
THE WRONG TERNS
& 7 SHARP 9

MARCH 17 -
YEAH, PROBABLY!

MARCH 19 -
MATTHEW WOJO

MARCH 20 - 
MICHAEL GARCIA 
TRIO

MARCH 21 - 
STORMFOLK

LIVE 
MUSIC:

251.375.0543 MAIN STREET IN DAPHNE, AL
MANCISANTIQUECLUB.COM
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Children's Art Tent

The Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival offers fun for the whole 

family, and the Children’s Art Tent, presented by Coastal Alabama 

Real Estate (C.A.R.E.), is filled with hands-on creativity for young 

festivalgoers. Located on South Church Street next to Fairhoper’s 

Community Park and the historic Fairhope Inn, the tent provides 

a welcoming space for children to explore their artistic side 

throughout the weekend.

Children can enjoy a variety of interactive crafts, including 

bubble art, birdhouses, sunflower pots, sand art, kite building, 

and more. Local artist and 2023 Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival 

Featured Artist Mr. Ricky Trione will also spend time painting with 

young artists during the weekend. Mobile Baykeeper will join the 

fun as well, offering additional educational crafts and activities 

inspired by the natural environment.

Face painting will be available all day, every day, and children 

are encouraged to take home the artwork they create during the 

festival. Be sure to stop by and snap a photo with the Bears at 

C.A.R.E., another favorite experience for families.

The Children’s Art Tent is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m., and all activities are free. All-day offerings include face 

painting, coloring, sidewalk chalk, and special appearances and 

activities with Nature Connect.

(Schedule is accurate as of print date and subject to change.)

Fun for All Ages 

Children’s Art Tent Activity Schedule:

Friday
• 10–11 a.m.: Sand Art
• 11 a.m.–12 p.m.: Kites
• 12–1 p.m.: Birdhouses
• 1–4 p.m.: Oyster Painting with Mobile Baykeeper
Saturday
• 10 a.m.–1 p.m.: Painting with Mr. Ricky Trione
• 1–2 p.m.: Birdhouses
• 2–3 p.m.: Sunflower Pots
• 3–4 p.m.: Kites
Sunday
• 10–11 a.m.: Sand Art
• 11 a.m.–12 p.m.: Kites
• 12–1 p.m.: Birdhouses
• 1–4 p.m.: Oyster Painting with Mobile Baykeeper

Children’s art tent, generously provided by:
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From festival staples to local flavors, the food court 
features a variety of vendors to satisfy your cravings. 
The food court is located on Magnolia Avenue, 
between Section Street and Bancroft Street. Additional 
food vendors can be found throughout the show, along 
with numerous local bars and restaurants throughout 
Fairhope.

Festival Food Court

2026 Food Court Vendors:
•	 Bart’s BBQ Food Truck
•	 Black Jack Grill
•	 Copeland’s Ice Cream
•	 D&M Concessions
•	 EM Concessions
•	 Hot Rod Grill
•	 Island Noodles
•	 Jessica’s Concessions
•	 Monica’s Concessions
•	 Southern Concessions
•	 Top That Chocolate

In-Show Vendors:
•	 Copper Kettle
•	 MamaB’s Nuts and Delicious Treats
•	 Philip & Christel’s Kitchen
•	 Punta Clara
•	 Southern Concessions Lemonade Stands
•	 Wildflower Fudge

Come Hungry, Leave Happy

29145 US-98, Daphne , AL 
251-621-9664

Tuesday - Saturday
11am - 8pm

Sunday
11am - 3pm

The best seafood, po’boysThe best seafood, po’boys
and gumbo on the Gulf Coast.and gumbo on the Gulf Coast.

Check out our second location Market By The Bay FairhopeCheck out our second location Market By The Bay Fairhope
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Our team of volunteers have already 
begun to plan how  to celebrate the 75th 
Annual Fairhope Arts and Crafts Festival. 
Mark your calendar for March 19, 20, 

and 21, 2027 and join us in Fairhope, 
Alabama for the best art show in the 
country.

Save the Date for the 2027 Fairhope Arts & Crafts Festival

Thanks for voting
us Best

Local Event
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251.220.2687 | BrennityFairhope.com | 50 Spring Run Dr., Fairhope, AL 36532

Contact us
today to

embrace your
tomorrow.

AL 27724
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ORANGE BEACH — The Alabama 

Department of  Transportation 

(ALDOT) is seeking out public com-

ment surrounding lane additions to 

Canal Road due to the new Waterway 

Bridge currently under construction.

Comments can be submitted via 

mail, email, phone call or online be-

fore Oct. 15. For more information, 

visit www.dot.state.al.us/news/2025/

opmSTPAA0180(508).html.

A public input event was held Sept. 

23 at the Orange Beach Event Center, 

where those interested in learning 

more on the projects could speak 

with ALDOT staff  members.

The event was informal with no of-

ficial presentation; attendees came 

and went as they pleased. Several ta-

bles were set up containing the same 

aerial maps of  projects, and each 

table had at least one ALDOT staff  

member.Almost 50 people arrived before the 

event officially began at 5 p.m. James 

Gordon, ALDOT communications di-

rector, estimated a total of  200 at-

tendees passed through the two-hour 

event.

Though the event was geared to-

ward information on the lane addi-

tions to Canal Road, which will be 

Blue Angels Homecoming Air 

Show rescheduled2 SECTIONS • 14 PAGES

VOLUME 34 • ISSUE 17

INDEX  CLASSIFIED, B7
LEGALS, B8-B9

PUZZLES, B6 HEALTH, B1-B2
EDUCATION, B10

SPORTS, B11-B12

Page A3
Subscribe to any Gulf Coast Media 
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The Baldwin Times Red foxes at center of 
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Robertsdale elects 

1st female mayor 

in councilwoman 

Campbell
Alabama Department of Transportation seeks public 

input on new bridge, lane additions to Canal Road

Goodwill Gulf Coast opens

1st all-in-one facility in Foley

SEE DAPHNE, PAGE A4

SEE BRIDGE, PAGE A2

Manning wins Place 2 seat
Robertsdale will not only have a new mayor 

leading the city for the first time in 33 years, but 

this new mayor’s election Tuesday night also 

marks a historic first.

Preliminary results from the runoff  election 

held Sept. 23 show Ruthie Campbell won enough 

votes to become Robertsdale’s first female 

mayor. According to tallies posted outside PZK 

Hall, Campbell secured 548 votes (51.8%) to Rus-

sell Johnson’s 510 votes (48.2%).

Campbell, who currently serves on city coun-

cil alongside Johnson, told Gulf  Coast Media 

Tuesday night she was on cloud nine.

“I’m so thankful and grateful for the support 

that I got from all over Robertsdale,” she said.

She said she is excited to start in November – 

all winning candidates will be sworn in Nov. 3 – 

and to become Robertsdale’s first female mayor.

BY KAYLA GREEN 

Executive Editor  
kayla@gulfcoastmedia.com

SEE ROBERTSDALE, PAGE A3

Councilman Garris retains 

Place 1 seat in Gulf ShoresGULF SHORES — The Gulf  Shores municipal 

runoff  election results are in, and Councilman 

Joe Garris Jr. received a majority of  the votes 

for Place 1 on city council.

Garris won with 722 votes (52.97%) against his 

opponent, Austin “Coach” Boyd, who earned 641 

votes (47.02%).
There was no majority win from the Aug. 26 

general election for Gulf  Shores’ at-large coun-

cil Place 1, which was a race among Garris, 

BY RUTH MAYO 

Reporter ruth@gulfcoastmedia.com

SEE GULF SHORES, PAGE A3

Ganey-Messinger wins 

Daphne District 5 seat
DAPHNE — Stephanie Ganey-Messinger is 

poised to become the new District 5 city council 

representative in Daphne after defeating Steve 

McArthur in a runoff  election on Tuesday 

night.In the race, Ganey-Messinger won 242 votes 

(57.4%) compared to 180 votes (42.6%) for McAr-

thur. There were 14 absentee ballots, which are 

included in the Sept. 23 unofficial total, and five 

provisional votes, which will be counted and 

added to official tallies during canvassing on 

BY COLIN JAMES 

Reportercolin@gulfcoastmedia.com

BY RUTH MAYO 

Reporter ruth@gulfcoastmedia.com
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The retail store and opportunity center opened immediately following the ribbon cutting, while the out-

let store is expected to open later this fall. The donation center has already begun receiving goods for 

resale.

Largest footprint in 
10-county service 

BY GABRIELLA CHAVEZ 

Report for America Corps Member 

Staff Journalist 
gabriella@gulfcoastmedia.com

FOLEY — Community 

members, local leaders 

and Goodwill Gulf  Coast 

staff  gathered Tuesday 

morning for the grand 

opening of  a new 

50,000-square-foot facility 

at 200 E. Azalea Ave. in 

Foley.The center, which com-

bines a retail store, outlet 

store, donation center and 

an opportunity center, is 

the first of  its kind in the 

organization’s 10-county 

service area across south-

west Alabama and north-

west Florida. Frank Har-

kins, president and CEO 

of  Goodwill Gulf  Coast, 

said Foley was chosen 

strategically because of  its 

rapid growth and central 

role in Baldwin County.

 “Foley is one of  the 

fastest growing communi-

ties in the United States,” 

Harkins said. “This is 

more than a store. It’s the 

largest facility we have, 
SEE GOODWILL, PAGE A2

MUNICIPAL ELECTION RUNOFFS 

E mbassy Suites Gulf Beach Resort, a 

destination overlooking the white sand 

beaches in the City of Gulf Shores, has 

celebrated a grand opening celebration.

The property features 257 all-suite beach-fac-

ing guestrooms; the Tide & Table bar and restau-

rant; a rooftop amenity terrace and pool deck in-

clusive of The Cover Bar and Sound Wave out-

door entertainment venue; and 13,620 square feet 

of enclosed meeting and pre-function space with 

a 7,800-square-foot ballroom, one three-story 

parking garage and 7,618 square feet of retail 

space, including a Starbucks.

On Sept. 25 the Embassy Suites resort hosted a 

grand opening for the resort with attendance 

from the City of Gulf Shores and developers 

from the project.

“The opening of the Embassy Suites Beach Re-

sort in Gulf Shores is more than a project for us, 

it’s a milestone,” said developer Peachtree 

Group’s Managing Principal and CEO Greg 

Friedman. “As someone who grew up vacation-

ing here, bringing our largest development to life 

in this community is deeply personal. It reflects 

the resilience of our partners, the strength of  

our team and a defining step forward for 

Peachtree.”Peachtree Group is a vertically integrated in-

vestment management firm specializing in com-

mercial real estate, managing billions in capital 

across acquisitions, development and lending.

King Scovell, managing partner and chief de-

velopment officer at Woodbine Development 

Corporation, which co-developed the resort, said 

the property “is a testament to the team’s perse-

verance. Because of the commitment by our 

partners and the city of Gulf Shores, we now 

have an incredible destination to serve our visi-

tors and the community alike.”

Woodbine Development, based in Dallas, has 

more than 50 years of experience in hotel, resort, 

mixed-use, office, residential and industrial de-

velopment, managing projects across the U.S. 

The company’s portfolio includes full-service 

and select-service destinations, repositioning 

projects and commercial brokerage services.
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Gulf Shores’ Embassy Suites hosts grand opening celebration

From one-in-a-million fossil to Baldwin 

County classrooms: 

The journey of the leatherback sea turtle

Ready for Shrimp 
Fest? Roadway, beach 

closures set to begin 

the week of Oct. 5

Foley honors late 

Councilman Richard 

‘Dick’ Dayton for 

years of service
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A family fishing trip along a river in south 

Alabama led to the discovery of one of the 

most complete fossilized leatherback sea tur-

tle shells ever found, a specimen that has 

since been named Ueloca colemanorum.

At roughly four feet long and three feet 

across, the fossil represents a new genus and 

species of leatherback sea turtle dating back 

32 million years, and its preservation has 

stunned paleontologists across the country.

The find was first made by Adam and Adri-

enne Coleman and their two children, Talah 

and Corey, who often pause during fishing 

trips to hunt for fossils. When they came 

across the massive dome-shaped shell embed-

ded in limestone in 2021, they kept the discov-

ery a secret, visiting the site frequently with-

out fully knowing what they had found. 

Eventually, Adam reached out to Dr. Andrew 

Gentry, a paleontologist whose work focuses 

on Alabama’s fossil turtles, and asked him to 

take a look.

 “When I saw the fossil for the first time, it 

was hard to believe what I was seeing,” Gen-

try said. “It was absolutely breathtaking.”

Leatherback sea turtles are particularly 

rare in the fossil record because their shells 

are composed of small bony ossicles held to-

gether by collagen, which quickly decays 

after death. As Gentry explained, “When leatherback 

turtles die, the collagen that holds the ossicles 

together quickly decays and the mosaic falls 

SEE SEA TURTLE, PAGE A2

The 52nd Annual National Shrimp 

Festival is just around the corner as 

the City of Gulf Shores approved the 

site plan usage for the event at their 

Sept. 22 council meeting.

Site usage will begin Oct. 5 with tent 

installations in the west Gulf Place 

parking area, which will be closed to 

the public. The remaining Gulf Place 

parking will close the next day with 

continued site set up. The beach in the 

area will remain open to pedestrian 

access.On Oct. 7, Highway 59 will close at 

the intersection of East 1st Avenue 

and West 1st Avenue. On the same day, 

Beach Boulevard will close between 

West 3rd Street and East 1st Street.

The resident parking lot will be 

closed to the public on Oct. 9 as that 

site will be used as a shuttle location. 

The festival kicks off at 10 a.m. that 

day and continues until 5 p.m. Sunday. 

BY RUTH MAYO 

Reporter ruth@gulfcoastmedia.com

Foley City Council honored the 

late Councilman Richard “Dick” 

Dayton with a proclamation and 

plaque recognizing his five years of  

service to the city and community.

Dayton, who was elected to the 

council in 2020, died Aug. 21. Mayor 

Ralph Hellmich presented the proc-

lamation to Dayton’s wife, Judy, 

during the meeting.

“I want you to know how special 

Mr. D. was to us, and how much he 

really enjoyed the job, and our city 

enjoyed him,” Hellmich told her. “I 

don’t think words can express the 

loss that we have.”

The proclamation highlighted 

Dayton’s “compassionate leader-

ship, tireless work ethic and com-

mitment to learning and profes-

sional growth,” adding that he left 

“an inevitable mark on the resi-

dents of  Foley.”
Hellmich said Dayton’s contribu-

tions extended well beyond council 

meetings.“Councilman Dick Dayton was a 

great council member,” he said. “I 

was very impressed with him and 

his ability to solve problems and 

work as a team. We’re really going 

to miss him.”
During his first term, Dayton 

earned the Core and Advanced 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF TELEGRAPH CREATIVE

Paleontologist Andrew Gentry (left) with Poarch Creek Indians Tribal Member and student researcher Kimberly Gregson 

(right) standing behind the fossilized shell of the newly discovered leatherback sea turtle Ueloca colemanorum. 
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State punts Fairhope library funding decision 

Fifth Freedom Fest fills Wharf

Baldwin County, Bay 

Minette partner on major 

roadway project under 30 

Cubed Program

3 Gulf Coast chefs 

qualify for World 

Food Championship 

in Indianapolis

SEE CHEFS, PAGE A2

After over an hour of  public comments 

and then nearly as long of  a discussion with 

Fairhope Public Library leaders, the state 

library board decided to delay its decision 

again on whether it will restore funding to 

the local library.
The Fairhope library has not received 

state funding since March over alleged vio-

lations of  the Alabama Public Library Ser-

vices (APLS) board’s new policy regarding 

books available to children and teens. The 

policy says inappropriate and sexually ex-

plicit material cannot be available in sec-

tions for minors.

A group of  parents challenged 14 books 

that they brought to the former library di-

rector’s attention, then to Fairhope City 

Council before asking the state board to 

step in. The Fairhope board has been re-

viewing the books this summer and fin-

ished in August. They voted to move seven 

books to the adult section. According to pre-

vious reporting by GCM, Library Director 

Rob Gourlay told the state board in May 

that six to seven people have made all the 

requests for reconsideration of  Fairhope’s 

20,000-plus library card holders.

Now, the nonpartisan state board decided 

in a 4-1 vote last week during its monthly 

public meeting to delay their decision on 

the local library’s funding again after doing 

so in July so they can have more time to re-

view the books being challenged locally. 

Fairhope was the first public library in the 

state to see its state funding paused over the 

new policy and receives around $42,000 an-

nually in state monies, while the city pro-

vides most of  its budget of  around $1 mil-

lion. An online fundraiser this spring raised 

around $46,000 in two weeks to supplement 

the lost revenue.
Many of  the challenged books discuss 

themes of  race and identity, abuse and ex-

ploitation or include characters in the 

LGBTQ+ community.

“In making these decisions, we gave a 

great deal of  thought to adolescent develop-

ment,” said Randal Wright, Fairhope Public 

Library Board of  Trustees chair. “Teen 

years are a time of  exploring one’s place in 

the world. Literature can be a mirror that 

will affirm their self-worth and show them 

they are not alone. It can also be a window 

AL Public Library Services chair asks for list of 

locally challenged books for own board’s review

BY KAYLA GREEN 

Executive Editor  
kayla@gulfcoastmedia.com

SEE LIBRARY, PAGE A2
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The fifth-annual Orange Beach Freedom Fest brought crowds to the Wharf this weekend for a two-day event that fea-

tured arts and crafts vendors, outdoor experience booths, military booths, food vendors, a kids’ zone and live music. Eyes 

are drawn to a highlight of the festival, the Bama Coast Cruisin’ Fall Car Show, which lined Main Street and Wharf Park-

way, as well as the Gulf Coast Gun Collectors Association’s Collectible Firearms Show, which was held at the Orange Beach 

Event Center.

Baldwin County and the City of  Bay 

Minette are joining forces on a $6.45 mil-

lion roadway project that will extend Red 

Hill Road and Clark Avenue to State 

Route 59, the fifth undertaking in the 

county’s 30 Cubed Program.

The project, approved through an in-

tergovernmental roadway construction 

agreement, will create 0.6 miles of  new 

roadway with pedestrian upgrades, ac-

cess management features and a pro-

posed traffic signal according to a news 

release. Officials said the improvements 
SEE 30 CUBED, PAGE A2

BY WHISPER EDWARDS 

Editorial Assistant 
whisper@gulfcoastmedia.com

Meet the chefs who will be repre-

senting the Gulf  Coast at this year’s 

World Food Championships (WFC) 

in Indianapolis: Maegan Bratton, 

Brandy McGill and Fletch Miller.

After winning qualifying compe-

titions or scoring in the top 10 at 

last year’s WFC, these three will 

travel across the country to go 

against hundreds of  chefs from 

around the world.

The WFC will be held Oct. 16-19 

and will be streamed on the compe-

tition’s YouTube page and social 

media sites.Bratton owns and operates Cow-

bell Rolled Ice Cream in Gulf  

Shores with her husband, Greg.

McGill previously worked as the 

kitchen manager at Wolf  Bay 

Restaurant but recently got a new 

job as executive chef  at the White 

House Hotel in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Miller is the food and beverage 

manager at the Island House Hotel 

in Orange Beach.

This will be McGill’s first year 

competing in the WFC, though she 

has competed in, and won, several 

local competitions, including this 

year’s Coastal Tailgate Cook-Off  

Challenge, which is where she won 

her golden ticket to the WFC.

She said she is excited about the 

experience and the opportunity to 

compete at this higher level.

Bratton and Miller have both 

competed in the WFC before.

After volunteering and then 

working at the WFC since 2017, 

Bratton has now competed in the 

seafood category for the past two 

BY RUTH MAYO 

Reporter ruth@gulfcoastmedia.com
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GULF SHORES — A vote recount was 

held for the Gulf  Shores municipal elec-

tions for the first time in city history 

after a request was filed by a losing can-

didate.The results of  the recount confirmed 

the same candidates-elect in all six city 

races — mayor and five at-large council 

positions voted on by chosen place — 

with no significant changes to margin 

percentages.
MayorRobert Craft: 2,510 votes + 8 provisional 

= 2,518 votes (56.72%)

Ray Moore Jr.: 897 votes + 7 provision-

al = 904 votes (20.29%)

Angie Swiger: 1,017 votes + 4 provi-

sional = 1,021 votes (22.99%)

Place OneAustin “Coach” Boyd: 1,913 votes + 3 

provisional = 1,916 votes (47.07%)

Lucas Burger: 382 votes + 3 provision-

al = 385 votes (9.47%)

Joe Garris Jr.: 1,761 votes + 8 provi-

sional = 1,769 votes (43.77%)

Place TwoJennifer Guthrie: 2,990 votes + 14 provi-

sional = 3,004 votes (70.49%)

Gary Sinak: 1,256 votes + 4 provisional 

= 1,260 votes (29.51%)

FAIRHOPE — The candidates 

running in next year’s Baldwin 

County sheriff  race spoke at a 

forum last week in Fairhope, 

hosted by the Eastern Shore Re-

publican Women.

Sheriff  Anthony Lowery is 

running in the Republican pri-

mary against current Baldwin 

County Commissioner Matt 

McKenzie. Both candidates 

spoke on a series of  topics, in-

cluding immigration, political 

violence and their vision for 

the future of  the sheriff ’s of-

fice.
Lowery, who has a fami-

ly-owned pharmacy in Elberta, 

cited his years of  experience, 

including his 20 years with the 

sheriff ’s office and almost 30 

years in law enforcement. His 

previous roles include serving 

as the state president for the 

FBI National Academy and as 

chief  deputy in Baldwin for six 

years before Gov. Kay Ivey ap-

pointed him as sheriff  when the 

position was vacated after Hoss 

Mack retired in 2024.

“I have done things that no 

person should have to do. 

Twice, I have kneeled on my 

knee and handed a flag to a 

widow of  one of  my deputies,” 

Lowery said. “I would wish that 

upon no one. But those are all 

things that prepare you for this 

leadership position.”

McKenzie, who was born in 

Fairhope and has served on 

county commission in District 2 

since 2022, cited his experience 

as a Marine Corps veteran and 

retired Alabama Law Enforce-

ment Agency (ALEA) state 

trooper corporal, which in-

cludes 25 years of  experience in 

law enforcement. McKenzie said 

he has been considering run-

ning for sheriff  for some time 

now, saying he’s committed to 

keeping Baldwin County a safe 

community.
“I thought about waiting for 

the right moment, and this is 

the right moment,” McKenzie 

said. “My motivation is 

straightforward. I want Bald-

win County to stay among the 

safest places in Alabama, and 

as a husband, father and neigh-

bor, I’m committed to ensuring 

that all families feel safe at 

home, our children are confi-

dent in their schools, and our 

communities continue to in-

spire.”On immigration, Lowery said 

he has been to the United 

States-Mexico border, saying 

people went “freely back and 

forth everyday,” smuggling in 
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Gone fishing, found a fossil
Kaishan Compressor USA marks 

$11 million expansion of Loxley facility

SEE RECOUNT, PAGE A2
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Gulf Shores elections recount confirms all winners

SEE SHERIFF FORUM, PAGE A3

A family fishing trip along a south Alabama 

river led to the discovery of a 32-million-year-old 

leatherback sea turtle fossil, one of the most com-

plete and the first of its kind ever found.

The shell, about 4 feet long and 3 feet across, 

represents a brand new subfamily and species of  

leatherback sea turtle.

Adam and Adrienne Coleman, along with their 

children, Talah and Corey, first spotted the fossil 

in 2021 while fishing near their home.

 “My dad got me into collecting fossils when I 

was a kid,” Adam Coleman said. “Now we look 

for them every time we’re on the river.”

The family’s discovery was later confirmed by 

paleontologists after Adam reached out to An-

drew Gentry, a researcher who specializes in Ala-

bama’s fossil turtles.

 “When I saw the fossil for the first time, it was 

hard to believe what I was seeing,” Gentry said. 

“It was absolutely breathtaking.”

Leatherback sea turtles are unique because 

their shells are made of tiny bones called ossicles, 

which usually scatter after death, making intact 

fossils extremely rare.

“This is truly a one-in-a-million fossil. Speci-

mens like this one are why Alabama is quickly 

becoming a globally recognized hot-spot for fossil 

diversity,” said Jun Ebersole, director of collec-

tions at McWane Science Center in Birmingham.

The new species has been named Ueloca cole-

manorum. The genus name, Ueloca, comes from 

the Muscogee (Creek) language, meaning “water 

turtle.” The species name honors the Coleman 

family for their discovery and help with its recov-

ery. The fossil is now on public display at 

McWane Science Center.

LOXLEY — Kaishan Com-

pressor USA celebrated the 

completion of  its $11 million 

expansion in Loxley on 

Tuesday with a ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony and open 

house, marking a milestone 

in the company’s long-term 

U.S. growth strategy.

Dave George, president of  

Kaishan USA, said the ex-

pansion reflects a larger ef-

fort to bring more manufac-

turing back to the United 

States. “Our long-term strategy 

is to grow our products, our 

product base here in the 

Americas by manufacturing 

and bringing more manufac-

turing back into the United 

States instead of  buying 

components from outside 

the United States,” he said. 

“So it’s really what they call 

reshoring jobs, manufactur-

ing jobs back here.”

The project doubles the 

size of  Kaishan’s 

65,000-square-foot facility 

local, adding capacity for 

oil-injected and oil-free ai-

rend production, rotor man-

ufacturing and product test-

ing. It also expands ware-

house space to streamline 

aftermarket support and 

shipments, while creating 

new office areas, break-

rooms and conference and 

training rooms.
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GULF SHORES — A vote recount was 

held for the Gulf  Shores municipal elec-

tions for the first time in city history 

after a request was filed by a losing can-

didate.The results of  the recount confirmed 

the same candidates-elect in all six city 

races — mayor and five at-large council 

positions voted on by chosen place — 

with no significant changes to margin 

percentages.
MayorRobert Craft: 2,510 votes + 8 provisional 

= 2,518 votes (56.72%)

Ray Moore Jr.: 897 votes + 7 provision-

al = 904 votes (20.29%)

Angie Swiger: 1,017 votes + 4 provi-

sional = 1,021 votes (22.99%)

Place OneAustin “Coach” Boyd: 1,913 votes + 3 

provisional = 1,916 votes (47.07%)

Lucas Burger: 382 votes + 3 provision-

al = 385 votes (9.47%)

Joe Garris Jr.: 1,761 votes + 8 provi-

sional = 1,769 votes (43.77%)

Place TwoJennifer Guthrie: 2,990 votes + 14 provi-

sional = 3,004 votes (70.49%)

Gary Sinak: 1,256 votes + 4 provisional 

= 1,260 votes (29.51%)

FAIRHOPE — The candidates 

running in next year’s Baldwin 

County sheriff  race spoke at a 

forum last week in Fairhope, 

hosted by the Eastern Shore Re-

publican Women.

Sheriff  Anthony Lowery is 

running in the Republican pri-

mary against current Baldwin 

County Commissioner Matt 

McKenzie. Both candidates 

spoke on a series of  topics, in-

cluding immigration, political 

violence and their vision for 

the future of  the sheriff ’s of-

fice.
Lowery, who has a fami-

ly-owned pharmacy in Elberta, 

cited his years of  experience, 

including his 20 years with the 

sheriff ’s office and almost 30 

years in law enforcement. His 

previous roles include serving 

as the state president for the 

FBI National Academy and as 

chief  deputy in Baldwin for six 

years before Gov. Kay Ivey ap-

pointed him as sheriff  when the 

position was vacated after Hoss 

Mack retired in 2024.

“I have done things that no 

person should have to do. 

Twice, I have kneeled on my 

knee and handed a flag to a 

widow of  one of  my deputies,” 

Lowery said. “I would wish that 

upon no one. But those are all 

things that prepare you for this 

leadership position.”

McKenzie, who was born in 

Fairhope and has served on 

county commission in District 2 

since 2022, cited his experience 

as a Marine Corps veteran and 

retired Alabama Law Enforce-

ment Agency (ALEA) state 

trooper corporal, which in-

cludes 25 years of  experience in 

law enforcement. McKenzie said 

he has been considering run-

ning for sheriff  for some time 

now, saying he’s committed to 

keeping Baldwin County a safe 

community.
“I thought about waiting for 

the right moment, and this is 

the right moment,” McKenzie 

said. “My motivation is 

straightforward. I want Bald-

win County to stay among the 

safest places in Alabama, and 

as a husband, father and neigh-

bor, I’m committed to ensuring 

that all families feel safe at 

home, our children are confi-

dent in their schools, and our 

communities continue to in-

spire.”On immigration, Lowery said 

he has been to the United 

States-Mexico border, saying 

people went “freely back and 

forth everyday,” smuggling in 
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Gone fishing, found a fossil
Kaishan Compressor USA marks 

$11 million expansion of Loxley facility
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A family fishing trip along a south Alabama 

river led to the discovery of a 32-million-year-old 

leatherback sea turtle fossil, one of the most com-

plete and the first of its kind ever found.

The shell, about 4 feet long and 3 feet across, 

represents a brand new subfamily and species of  

leatherback sea turtle.

Adam and Adrienne Coleman, along with their 

children, Talah and Corey, first spotted the fossil 

in 2021 while fishing near their home.

 “My dad got me into collecting fossils when I 

was a kid,” Adam Coleman said. “Now we look 

for them every time we’re on the river.”

The family’s discovery was later confirmed by 

paleontologists after Adam reached out to An-

drew Gentry, a researcher who specializes in Ala-

bama’s fossil turtles.

 “When I saw the fossil for the first time, it was 

hard to believe what I was seeing,” Gentry said. 

“It was absolutely breathtaking.”

Leatherback sea turtles are unique because 

their shells are made of tiny bones called ossicles, 

which usually scatter after death, making intact 

fossils extremely rare.

“This is truly a one-in-a-million fossil. Speci-

mens like this one are why Alabama is quickly 

becoming a globally recognized hot-spot for fossil 

diversity,” said Jun Ebersole, director of collec-

tions at McWane Science Center in Birmingham.

The new species has been named Ueloca cole-

manorum. The genus name, Ueloca, comes from 

the Muscogee (Creek) language, meaning “water 

turtle.” The species name honors the Coleman 

family for their discovery and help with its recov-

ery. The fossil is now on public display at 

McWane Science Center.

LOXLEY — Kaishan Com-

pressor USA celebrated the 

completion of  its $11 million 

expansion in Loxley on 

Tuesday with a ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony and open 

house, marking a milestone 

in the company’s long-term 

U.S. growth strategy.

Dave George, president of  

Kaishan USA, said the ex-

pansion reflects a larger ef-

fort to bring more manufac-

turing back to the United 

States. “Our long-term strategy 

is to grow our products, our 

product base here in the 

Americas by manufacturing 

and bringing more manufac-

turing back into the United 

States instead of  buying 

components from outside 

the United States,” he said. 

“So it’s really what they call 

reshoring jobs, manufactur-

ing jobs back here.”

The project doubles the 

size of  Kaishan’s 

65,000-square-foot facility 

local, adding capacity for 

oil-injected and oil-free ai-

rend production, rotor man-

ufacturing and product test-

ing. It also expands ware-

house space to streamline 

aftermarket support and 

shipments, while creating 

new office areas, break-

rooms and conference and 

training rooms.

BY GABRIELLA CHAVEZ 

Report for America Corps Member 

Staff Journalist 
gabriella@gulfcoastmedia.com
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Passion flower power 

in your coastal gardenPage B1

Candidates for Baldwin 

County sheriff race 
speak at forum

Family finds 32M-year-old sea turtle  in local river; new species named
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